Miscellaneous Travellers

Delestre, who was employed from 1671 to 1675
under the " Coxnpagnie Royale,55 touched in the
course of his work at most of the chief ports of
flie East Indies and, in his narrative, has, among
other information, some interesting evidence
for Surat, Goa, Calient, Ceylon, the Coro-
mandol Coast, and Bengal. Havart, the Dutch
factor, who was in India from 1671 to 1685, is
Valuable chiefly for what he says about the
Dutch settlements on the south-east coasts;
Duquesne, who paid a flying visit to Pondi-
cherry in 1690, is similarly useful as giving
evidence of the French settlements there. Carre,
who accompanied the French Director-General
Carrou to Surat in 1668, returned home with
letters to Colbert in 1671; but was again in
India in the following year, and, after some
travel in the interior, in which he visited,
among other places, the town of Bijapur, went
back to France and published two small
volumes of travel. Though sometimes careless
as regards dates, the books throw some light on
the movements of Sivaji in the years 1671 and
1672. Carre compared the Mahratta chief to
Gustavus Adolphus and Julius Caesar, so un-
reasoned was his admiration for him. V. Dellon,
a French physician, was in Southern India from
1669 to ^76, and wrote a book which contains
intelligence of the customs of the people and of
the growth of the power of Sivaji. De la Saye
was a French officer who carried out some mili-
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